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2021 District 5 Fall  

Conference 11-14 November Doubletree by Hilton,  
Lancaster, PA 

 
Get ready for a fun-filled weekend at the Doubletree by 
Hilton Hotel in Lancaster, PA.  The D/5 Meetings & Ren-
dezvous Committee is hard at work preparing for an edu-
cational and fun weekend.  There are many seminars and 
meetings to attend.  DEO Joe Gibson and Assistant DEO 
Bob Blevins are preparing a jam-packed agenda for Fri-
day and Saturday along with the conference meeting on 
Sunday.   
 
As usual we are teaming with the Portuguese Embassy 
honoring our long-term alliance with them.  We look for-
ward to renewing the acquaintance of the ambassador. 
 
Along with the seminars and panel discussions, there are 
many places to visit and shop in the city of Lancaster. 
The hotel is fully prepared to implement Covid-19 proce-
dures and mandates.  
 
Check out the registration form on page 4.  There is also 
an online registration.  Online registration instructions are 
on page 12. Keep checking the district webpage, 
www.uspsd5.org for more information about the sched-
ule, registration (paper and online). 
 
We are in need of raffle prizes.  If you wish to donate 
prizes, please let me know.  Anyone interested in helping 
out with the registration desk or raffles, please contact 
me via email aprylber@msn.com or phone  
(609) 432-7449. 
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
D/1st/Lt Apryl Bernard, P 
Chairperson M & R Committee 
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Commander’s Message 
 

D/C Michael Payne, AP 

Commander  
D/C Michael Payne, AP 
Payne.michael@dol.gov 
(ABC Kent Narrows) (615) 478-6239 
136 Bay Avenue 
Stevensville, MD  21666-2922 
Executive Officer  
D/Lt /C Stephanie J. Ward, AP 
wardleap@comcast.net 
(ABC Delaware Val) (484) 684-4837 
120 E Wilmont Avenue 
Somers Point, NJ 08244 
Educational Officer  
D/Lt/C Joseph P. Gibson, AP 
joesboat.jg@gmail.com 
(ABC Rockville)  (301) 503-3206 
19365 Cypress Ridge Terrace 
Leesburg, VA  20176 
Administrative Officer  
Charles Wells, SN-CN 
cjwdlb@verizon.net 
(ABC Kent Narrows) (301) 325-8568 
28630 Hope Circle 
Easton, MD  21601 
Secretary  
D/Lt/C Penn Hess, AP 
p_hess@msn.com 
(Kingsway) (609) 605-5909 
1763 Dewberry Lane 
Cherry Hill, NJ  08003-3317 
Treasurer  
D/Lt/C Nick Montalto, SN 
Nickmontalto.usps@gmail.com 
(ABC Valley Forge) (610) 308-1235 
2742 Apple Valley Lane 
Audubon, PA  19403-2202 
Asst. Educational Officer  
D/F/Lt Robert S. Blevins, AP 
Bob.blevins@corpmail.biz 
(ABC So. Maryland) (301) 481-1408 
46135 Rover Hill 
Lexington Park, MD  20653 
Asst. Administrative Officer 
D/1st/Lt Dwight F. Bues, AP 
(ABC No. Virginia) (703) 404-8728 
bue1978@aol.com 
323 Avondale Drive 
Sterling, VA  20164-1208 
Asst. Secretary  
D/1st/Lt Apryl Bernard, P 
aprylber@msn.com 
(ABC Absecon Island) (609) 432-7449 
1127 Riverside Drive 
Mays Landing, NJ  08330 
Asst. Treasurer  
D/1st/Lt Frank Hudson, Jr., P 
fhudson@cruisincajun.com 
(ABC Colonial VA) (757) 870-3023 
105 N Fern Cove Court 
Yorktown, VA  23693-3728 
Flag Lieutenant 
D/Fl/Lt Michael Lebediuk, III, JN 
tja.ml3@verizon.net 
(ABC Lehigh Valley) (610) 730-2798 
3514 Nicholas Street 
Easton, PA  18045 

Let me begin this message by saying I’ve been delighted to see District 
5 members and sqyadrons enjoying a beautiful 2021 summer boating 
season.  D/5 squadrons have been busy hosting a variety of fun sum-
mer activities.  Many of these have been “on the water” boating activi-
ties, something I am always happy to see.  As in the past, members 
willingly provided their advice, encouragement and time to help make 
these events possible.  Please continue to support your squadron by 
planning to safely participate as the 2021 boating season & these 
events continue into the fall.  My thanks to everyone as you continue 
to do all that you do to help make District 5 and its many squadrons a 
success! 
 
Although certainly better than last year, 2021 has continued to present 
difficulties for America’s Boating Club members.  We continue to face 
many challenges due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  However, I 
remain very proud of how America’s Boating Club and District 5 are 
rising to meet those challenges and how we continue setting ourselves 
up to succeed.  We are reaching a larger portion of boating enthusiasts 
through our marketing efforts as America’s Boating Club.  Successful 
member recruitment and retention efforts are ongoing.  Our America’s 
Boating Channel & online training opportunities continue for more peo-
ple than ever before.  I truly believe that District 5 is “On Course for 
the Future” in 2021! 
 
As our country continues to experience the ebb and flow of COVID-19 
and its variants, I’ll take just a moment to highlight for everyone some 
information previously provided by our Chief Commander Mary Paige 
Abbott: 

• The best way for our organization to deal with the ongoing health 
situation: locally at the squadron and district levels. 

• Squadrons and districts should conduct business by the best availa-
ble means while preserving the safety and security of our mem-
bers. 

• First and foremost is preserving the health and well-being of our 
members This includes those in the recreational boating public who 
seek our educational classes. 

• All squadrons and districts are to adhere to the local, state, and 
national directives concerning social distancing and other protective 
measures. 

• If needed, tools are available and are continuing to be developed 
to assist with remote learning, virtual meetings, virtual classrooms, 
and virtual conferences. 

• There is no expectation or obligation to the squadrons or districts 
to host face-to-face (F2F) classes, meetings, or activities. No one 
should feel an obligation or expectation to attend or conduct same. 
There is no penalty for erring on the side of caution! 

• National is here to support the squadrons and districts as they 
(Continued on page 3) 
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choose how to conduct squadron or district “business" during COVID-19, given the above guidelines 
and smart hygiene practices. 

 
As I continue “making way” in my year serving as your District Commander, I want to express my contin-
ued appreciation and thanks to everyone who has helped me along the way.  Let’s continue to enjoy what’s 
shaped up to be a great year of fun on the water! 
 
Best Wishes, 
D/C Michael Payne, AP 
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While a little different from past Summer Councils, the virtual meeting 
held on July 28th was still a success! 
 
After many months of everything being held online due to Covid 19, Cdr 
Payne wanted to see everyone’s smiling faces, so we organized a Zoom 
meeting kicking things off with a Happy Hour.  While not too many partici-
pants shared their beach attire, there was definite sharing of summer 
cocktails!   
 
We were honored (but definitely jealous) to have V/C Ralph Bernard and 
his wife Nance join us from the back of their boat in Annapolis.  The jeal-
ous part came in as we watched them dine on fresh caught crabs!  We 
think they could have shared!   
 
Others told wonderful stories of their summer cruises and adventures.  
This was a nice way to see everyone until the next time we can get to-
gether in person.   
 
The Council meeting started with Cdr Payne recognizing National Officers, 
Bridge Officers and Past Commanders from ABC-MidAtlantic.  All Bridge 
Officers gave reports and the major business of the Council, passing the 
annual budget, was accomplished.  Cdr Payne also recognized those ABC 
members who have passed the bar since the last meeting. 
I hope you were able to attend the meeting and hope to see everyone in 
person at Fall Conference. 

 

D/Lt/C Stephanie Ward, AP 
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The 2022 District 5 Spring Conference will be at the Princess Royale in Ocean City, 
Maryland March 31st to April 3rd. We will be offering all of the usual classes for offic-
ers as well as those with other squadron jobs and duties. Also there will be squad-
ron hospitality suites and raffle tables which will contain some great donations.   We 
encourage you to donate an item to raffle off or have your squadron put something 
together to donate so that you can stop by and see how well your item is doing 
while bidding on your favorites and maybe joining in on the fun of the 50/50 draw-
ing!   
 
The Spring Council Meeting will be on Saturday so make sure that your squadron is 
represented and accept any awards that you, your squadron or your squadron 
members might have earned over the previous year.  D/C Michael Payne, AP, will be 
honored and thanked for his service over the past four years he has served on the 
District 5 bridge with dinner and closing remarks, not to mention more awards and 
some P/D/C fun!  
 

Don’t forget the Sunday morning reception for the new bridge before everyone 
heads back home. This event is always a great time to get together with friends that 
you have made in District 5 and to make some new friends. There are many activi-
ties throughout the weekend to enjoy and everyone always seems to have a good 
time. By the end of December, we will have registration and hospitality suite regis-
tration forms up on the website with all of the information you need to join us, so 
keep an eye out!  
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact me, Cdr John 
Locke. SN -ACN, at abckn.cdr@gmail.com.  We are looking forward to seeing you in 
March!  
 
John Locke, SN-ACN, Kent Narrows 

mailto:abckn.cdr@gmail.com
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United States Power Squadrons’ (USPS) flagship 
video service has some good news to report. 
 
Our viewership experienced phenomenal growth 
in the second quarter of 2021 along with favora-
ble shifts in viewing demographics. 
 
America’s Boating Channel videos were watched 
nearly 76,400 times from April 1 through June 30 
– up a remarkable 48% over the number of views 
during the first quarter.  
  

The amount of time boaters invested viewing our videos exceeded 3,300 hours – also up by nearly 
half.   
 
Our viewers are getting younger and more diverse.  Ages 18-to-54 represented 83% of our view-
ing (up more than 5% over the first quarter) with more than half of them in our primary target audi-
ence of 35-to-54 year-olds.  
 
Female viewing was up 12% in the second quarter.  
 
And our viewers are now closer to home with 58% coming from U.S. viewing households – which 
is up seven points from the previous period.  
 
Our primary focus now is on the public launch of Season Five – which started over Labor Day 
Weekend – and extends for ten weeks throughout the Fall 2021 Boating Season.   
 
Titles – in their launch sequence – include 
“KNOWLEDGE VERSUS SKILLS,” “WEAR AN 
ECOS,” “INFLATABLE LIFE JACKETS,” “CARBON 
MONOXIDE DANGERS,” “COLLISION AVOIDANCE,” 
“BUI FATALITIES,” “NEW LABEL BENEFITS,” “FIRE 
EXTINGUISHER STANDARDS,” “BASIC MARINE 
COMMUNICATIONS,” and COLD WEATHER BOAT-
ING.”  
 
For the month of August, we enabled an exclusive pre-
view period for USPS educators to screen and share Season Five videos, which are still available 
to USPS members at bit.ly/USPSABC in the folder entitled “Season Five Videos, Compilations, 
and Pull-Outs.”  
 
America’s Boating Channel offered something different at our session at the USPS National Gov-
erning Board this year – a truly special treat.  
 
Field producers personally described their experiences and lessons learned, verbally and visually, 
in organizing the resources required for capturing all of the video footage for three of our Season 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Five videos followed by premiere screenings of their respective 
videos.  
 
Andy Anderson covered Tybee Light Squadron’s experience 
making “KNOWLEDGE VERSUS SKILLS.” Sue Kuemmel cov-
ered the Chattanooga Squadron’s experience making “CARBON 
MONOXIDE DANGERS.”  Lastly, Rose Stano covered Grosse 
Pointe, Detroit, and other District 9 squadrons experiences mak-

ing “INFLATABLE LIFE JACKETS,” this year’s largest endeavor.  
 
In June, the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) notified us that we were awarded a grant for Season Six, 
and we negotiated the priorities and deliverables to 
match the amount of provided funding, which is the 
largest USPS-USCG grant for the period ending Sep-
tember 2022. 
 
Highlights include ten new original videos, with sub-
ject matter tentatively to include responsibilities of rec-
reational boat operators towards their passengers; 
using propane systems on boats; new fire extinguish-
er regulations; dangers of overloading boats; navi-
gating in channels with commercial traffic; new wire-
less engine cut-off systems; avoiding slips, trips, and falls; the difficulty of donning life jackets 
overboard; electronic visual distress signaling devices; and the migration to digital charts and vir-
tual ATONs. 
 
Our promotional campaign will migrate from weekly features of new and different titles to daily – 
with very short videos in the thirty-second to one-minute range being introduced as part of the 
effort.  
 
We’ve had considerable success with pull-outs of longer form videos in the one-to-three-minute 
range – but now we’ll try to reach even more novice boaters and mobile phone viewers by going 
even shorter and with higher frequency. We’ll also be exploring TikToK and some young adult 
influencers as part of this.  
 
Bill McManimen’s idea to develop a series of narrated drone-shot videos; coming into and de-
parting from popular recreational boat waterway entrances and ports will be developed and beta-
tested as part of our Season Six slate as well. 
 
This brings us to Part Two of our National Governing Board interactive seminar, which was all 
about planning Season Six. 
 
We conducted a brainstorming session on ideas for the ten original videos that represent the 
core deliverable. What to include for sure, what not to bother with at all, plus alternatives to the 
above proposed topics.  
 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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We received an excellent suggestion from Dave Kowalski on fueling a boat: Turning off power to 
the boat, tying it up securely, closing all hatches, ports, doors, and windows, getting everyone off-
board and having a fire extinguisher ready.  Keeping the nozzle in contact with the filler pipe, esti-
mating the amount of fuel needed, and not spilling any.  Afterward, cleaning up, re-opening the 
boat, running the bilge blower four minutes, inspecting for leaks and spills, doing a "sniff" check 
before starting the engines, and safely leaving the dock.  It sounds like a great scenario for a vid-
eo.   
 
We also took an in-depth look at the techniques our social media marketing team will use to lever-
age presences across the web and achieve “viral marketing,” as we increase our frequency from 
weekly to daily title promotions.  Many of these ideas could be adopted by the District Educational 
Department or even D/5 Squadrons to arouse interest and drive action. 
 
And finally, we discussed how you can participate in the harbors, bays, and river-entrances drone 
video project, which should be fascinating and potentially very useful to mariners. 
 
We posted a video recording of the Raleigh session on ShareFile for those who missed it in per-
son and will still welcome your input and suggestions as well as participation in making of our Sea-
son Six videos.  Email info@americasboatingchannel.com. 
 
      P/D/C Marty Lafferty, AP 
      Grant Project Manager 
      America's Boating Channel™ 
      Phone 410-725-7820 
 
 

(Continued from page 8) 

 
 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR GINNY BROWN 
 
A memorial to celebrate the life of P/C Ginny Brown, P is being held at 
11:00am Saturday, September 18, 2021 at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Allentown.   
 
Friends and family who would like to visit afterward are invited to the 
home of P/C Kathleen Nowroozani, SN at 6951 Sunflower Lane in 
Macungie.   
 
A few Delhigh members have rooms for anyone that would like to ar-
rive the night before or leave the next day, contact Kathleen at 
k.now@mac.com or 956-240-5553 for information and with any ques-
tions about the event. 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mcall/name/virginia-brown-
obituary?pid=199746938 

mailto:info@americasboatingchannel.com
mailto:k.now@mac.com
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mcall/name/virginia-brown-obituary?pid=199746938
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mcall/name/virginia-brown-obituary?pid=199746938
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Passing of P/D/C Norma J. Parrish, AP 

Norma was the daughter of the late Lawrence and Marie Secrist. She was preceded 

in death by her husband, Commander Donald Parrish, USN (Ret), whom she mar-

ried in 1968, son, James Val Gibson, while serving in Vietnam and brother Leon 

Secrist. 

Norma Jean Parrish was a member of Colonial Sail and Power Squadron, a unit of 

the United States Power Squadrons, the Wythe Woman’s Club of Hampton VA, and 

was a graduate of the Hampton Police Division Citizen Police Academy. 

Prior to moving to Hampton Roads in 1999, Mrs. Parrish served as Commander of 

Prince George’s Power Squadron Bowie, Maryland where she achieved the Educa-

tional Grade of Advanced Pilot. Commander Parrish was a member of Hampton Roads Power Squadron be-

fore transferring to Colonial Sail and Power Squadron as a Charter Member. Locally, Commander Parrish 

qualified as a Vessel Examiner in 2002 and in 2009 became a Certified Boating Safety Instructor for Virginia. 

Commander Parrish served on many committees at the local, District and National levels. In addition to serv-

ing as Squadron Commander, a major achievement was her election as the first woman Commander of Dis-

trict 5 (1995-96) United States Power Squadrons. That region included New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-

ware, Maryland, the District of Columbia and Virginia. 

Known throughout the US for her work with the United States Power Squadrons in their support of NOAA, 

she served on District and National Cooperative Charting Committees and in 1997 became the first woman 

to serve as Staff Commander, and in 1988 advanced to the rank of Rear Commander, Chairing that Commit-

tee. She has been on the National Cooperative Charting Honor Roll for over 20 years. Mrs. Parrish contin-

ued to serve as liaison between NOAA and USPS. As a member of the Government and Partner Relations 

Committee, Commander Parrish served as liaison between United States Corp of Engineers, NOAA and 

USPS. She also served as liaison with the US Coast Guard Auxiliary and Homeland Security after Septem-

ber 2011. 

Through her work with Colonial Sail and Power Squadron she has been a strong supporter of their work with 

Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) primarily through the Squadron’s Poker Run which not only raised 

funds for VIMS but worked to increase public awareness of saving the Bay and safe boating. Community 

awareness of Safe Boating was a major focus not just in Hampton Roads but throughout the District and 

through her efforts District 5 and Colonial Power Squadron have won National USPS awards. Colonial Sail 

and Power Squadron was awarded the 1st Place Community Service Award at the USPS Annual Meeting in 

Jacksonville Florida in February 2013. There are over 430 other squadrons throughout the United States. 

Commander Parrish was often recognized for her outstanding work for the Recreational Boating Community. 
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District 5 Fall Conference 

Online Registration Instruction 

 
Instructions:  Click on Member Registration on the home page of uspsd5.org.  You will have to give 
your membership number and password.  This will then take you  to the registration page.  Follow 
instructions below. 

1. The Member section provides data from your membership record. See the Registration Instruc-
tions document linked below if there are issues. 

2. Use the tools in the Spouse / Other Attendees section to add other members or guests. 
a. Select name of an additional member from your squadron. Use the Add Additional 

Member button to add a select box. 
b. Use the Add Guest Fields to add controls where you can type the names of other people 

who will attend. 
3.  Enter the number of entrees of each meal type you wish to purchase. Total cost will be automat-

ically computed. 
a. Click on the button Automatically submit form to conference organizers to save regis-

tration to conference database.  Changes can be madeto your registration as needed, up 
to the registration deadline of October 29.  Of course this may change the amount you 
owe.  

b. After submittal, send a check to Apryl Bernard, 1127 Riverside Drive, Mays Landing, 
NJ  08330. 

 

Use the hotel link or phone number listed below to reserve a room. Be sure the USP code is visible 

in the reservation page Promotional Code field or is used by the hotel's reservation agent. 

Doubletree by Hilton - Lancaster 
2400 Willow Street Pike 
Lancaster, PA  17602 (717) 464-2711 
Conference Room Rate: $145 / night (rate does not include taxes) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
6 Oct  Educational Cruise  Philadelphia, PA 
 
11-14 Nov D/5 Fall Conference  Lancaster, PA 
 
20-26 Feb USPS®  Annual Meeting  Jacksonville, FL 
 
27 Feb-6 Mar USPS® Cruise   Caribbean  
 
31 Mar-2 Apr D/5 Spring Conference  Ocean City, MD 

Sunrise on the Great Egg Harbor River, Mays Landing, NJ 


